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Extraordinary Community Arts Celebration 
Set For University Circle on June 14 


CLEVELAND — University Circle, Cleveland’s cultural hub, will radiate with exciting events for young and old on Saturday, 
June 14, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. as part of the annual Parade the Circle Celebration. More than 25 of University Circle’s 
organizations will be uniting to offer dozens of hands-on activities to complement the highlight of the day, a kinetic arts parade 
at noon. This year’s celebration features interactive activities and musical performances along the parade route to engage the 
audience as they await the rhythmic and colorful procession. Presented by University Circle Incorporated (UCD) and the 
Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA), this free, daylong event engages thousands of participants and spectators in a display of 
brilliant color and creative fun. The Parade, sponsored by Sky Bank and the Womens Council of the Cleveland Museum of Art, 


will begin at noon and proceed around Wade Oval. 


Wade Oval Improvement Project 

This year, Parade the Circle Celebration will be altered by UCI’s Wade Oval Improvement Project to revitalize Wade Oval — 
the park in the heart of University Circle. To accommodate the improvement project, a construction fence will surround the 
Oval green. Event activities, entertainment and food concessions as well as Parade viewing will be relocated to the front lawns 
and green spaces of the Cleveland Botanical Garden, The Cleveland Institute of Art, The Cleveland Institute of Music, Case 
Western Reserve University, The Western Reserve Historical Society, The Cleveland Museum of Natural History and The 


Cleveland Museum of Art. 


The Parade 

“Parade the Circle showcases the talents of local and international artists, in collaboration with residents of Greater Cleveland in 
a celebration of the creative spirit.” explains Robin VanLear, artistic director of Parade and CMA’s community arts program. 
“Thanks to the willingness of Sky Bank and the Womens Council of the Cleveland Museum of Art, Parade continues to be one 


of greater Cleveland’s community arts treasures.” 
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The creations in Parade the Circle are handmade and people powered without written words, logos, motorized vehicles, 
or live animals. Focusing on artistic expression and creativity, the Parade features handmade masks, costumes, giant puppets 
and floats enlivened by dancers, stilt dancers, and music ensembles. 

“The theme for this year’s Parade is Springs among Stones,” notes VanLear. “Derived from the Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez short story, The Handsomest Drowned Man in the World, Springs among Stones translates into risk-taking in response 
to the natural beauties of the earth. Making one’s own creative gesture may call forth unimagined flashes of delicacy and 
brilliance.” 

First-time Parade participants include representatives from Harding Elementary in Erie, Pa., Martin Luther King , Jr. 
Civic Center in East Cleveland, Ohio City Bicycle Co-op, Pomerene Center for the Arts in Coshocton, and the Senegalese 
National Dance Association of Ohio. Two new groups are working with museum related themes. The Avon Lake Library in 
Lorain County has 14 youths and 14 adults creating walking self-portraits each in their own frame. Members of the West Shore 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Rocky River are interpreting Cleveland artist Viktor Schreckengost’s Jazz Bowl from the 
CMA collection. 

In addition, a new partnership for 2003 combines staff members of the Cleveland Public Library who are working with 
clients and their families from the Cleveland Sight Center. ICARE will be sponsoring Tremont Elementary School. The Nature 
Center at Shaker Lakes is sponsoring the Citizens Academy Doan Brook themed parade entry. 

Two groups returning after a long absence are the Cleveland School of the Arts (CSA), whose sixth and eleventh grade 
visual arts and drama students are creating an ensemble inspired by several of Aesops’ Fables, which they will also perform 
after the parade. The CSA project is sponsored by University Circle Incorporated’s Community Education Department. The 
students at Rainey Institute have created an ensemble based on the African folktale, Mufaro ’s Beautiful Daughters. 

Featured ensembles for this year’s parade include CMA staff members’ costumed entourage of Zulu Zebra Warriors, 
Michael Guy-James’ giant puppet costume designed for a single male walking on four stilts entitled War and Anne Cubberly’s 
dramatic kinetic sculpture made of society’s industrial cast-offs. 

First time Parade artist Ronald Guy will collaborate with Cleveland based performance art company SAFMOD to 
design and create a moko-jumbie (traditional African stilt characters) and dance ensemble bringing to life the sizzling creative 
controversy between good and evil. The ensemble centers around a costumed dancer wearing 30 foot long flowing golden capes 
manipulated by a group of moko-jumbies who must protect their fragile treasure from a large welded steel contraption serving 
as a refuge for the forces of evil who would destroy it. 

In addition to Guy, guest artists from around the world will take part in the Parade by creating ensembles, serving as 
technical specialists and directing outreach programs with various community organizations throughout Cleveland. Making 
their first appearance at the Parade will be Kelvin Keli Cadiz and Nkhruma Potts, pannists from Trinidad and Tobago. 
Returning guest artists are Amy Ballestad and Mary Jo Nikolai (Minnesota), Roaidi Cartaya Carvajal and Alejandro Calzada 
Miranda (Cuba), Anne Cubberly (Connecticut), Brad Harley and Rick Simon (Canada), Jill VanOrden (Vermont) and Murphy 
Winters (Trinidad and Tobago). 

The opening and closing for this year’s parade are both inspired by the landscape and traditions of the island of 
Tobago. The opening ensemble features 18 individuals including eight dancers wearing traditional Tobagonian baile costumes 
who are escorted by four males on bicycles bearing large bundles of grass on their heads. These performers are accented by five 
dancers waving long black and white checked streamers representing the roadside embellishments common to the island. For 
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the finale, the costumes for the baile dancers will be embellished with large traveler palm back pieces. They will be joined by 
an entourage of seven moko-jumbies in coconut palm headpieces and nine Old Mas Carnival characters. Five red devil big- 
heads with wings, two Pierrot Grenade puppets, a Dam Loraine puppet and a Midnight Robber giant puppet will also 
accompany the finale. All of the dancers’ costumes have been hand dyed and batiked with foliage textures in shades of green 


cotton. 


Note: Public workshops to prepare for Parade the Circle Celebration (June 14, 2003) began at the CMA May 2, 2003 and 
continue right up to Parade Day. Basic workshops focus on making masks, costumes and giant puppets while special 
workshops teach batik and stiltdancing. Participants can create their own ensembles using papier maché, cloth, and 
recycled materials. Interested representatives should call CMA’s community arts office at (216) 707-2483 for more 
information. 


2K OK GK 


Circle Village 
Circle Village, composed of more than 25 University Circle organizations, will feature plenty of new and exciting hands-on 
activities for people of all ages. 

Unique to Circle Village this year will be the presentation of Trash to Treasure by the Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Cleveland. Participants will be able to transform trash into wearable art with the assistance of local artist and garbologist Angela 
White. She will demonstrate how recycled materials can become personalized belts, bracelets or other fashion accessories. 

In celebration of their upcoming re-opening, the Cleveland Botanical Garden will be presenting Crazy Chameleon 
Eyes. The Madagascar biome in the new glasshouse will have some of the world’s largest chameleons roaming around and 
Parade celebrants are invited to create their own set of colorful, crazy chameleon eyes and view the world as a chameleon. 

The Children’s Museum of Cleveland and Judson Retirement Community will salute our state’s bicentennial by 
inviting celebrants to create an Ohio birthday hat and make a state-shaped birthday favor decorated with stickers and stamps of 
Ohio symbols during Happy Birthday Ohio. 

Take a walk on the wild side with the African American Museum and the Cleveland Museum of Natural History as 
they present Go Wild with Nature and Art. Live animals will be on view in the newly expanded Perkins Wildlife Center and 
Woods Garden. Paraders will be invited to make animal crafts, examine feathers, antlers and animal skins and enjoy live animal 
demonstrations. 

Experience how nature inspires art during On Wings of Song presented by the Cleveland Institute of Music, the 
Cleveland Institute of Art and the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes. Participants are invited to create their own colorful 
hummingbird kazoo and sing along with the birds. 

The Cleveland Music School Settlement and the Cleveland Orchestra encourage participants to discover the magic of 
music during Musical Discovery: It’s Instrumental. Paraders are invited to toot, drum and bow on a variety of instruments under 


the guidance of members of the Settlement Youth Orchestras and the Cleveland Youth Orchestra. 
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Music and Entertainment 

Parade the Circle Celebration entertainment will feature a diverse group of music acts including Nu-Hu 
(reggae/calypso), Cats on Holiday (swamp pop), Crib Lizards (blues/rock), JiMiller Band (rock), Mr. Downchild (blues) 
Aquarela Do Mundo (samba), New Orleans Jazz Ensemble (jazz), the Will Bowen Band (rock), the Cleveland Music School 
Settlement Percussion Ensemble (percussion), Mellow Harps (steel drums) and Drumplay (percussion). In addition, modern 
dance troupes will perform an intriguing repertoire of dances on stage. The Mad Mountain Juggler and Flower Clown will treat 
visitors to a show of amazing feats of juggling, balloon artistry and pocket magic. Entertainment stages are located at the 
institutions along the Parade route. 

Throughout the day, visitors can enjoy mouth-watering treats from some of the area’s finest food vendors including: 
Celebrations by Aunt Elaine, Crepe Expectations, European Gourmet Almonds, Hot Sauce Williams, LaCentre Conference and 
Banquet Facility, Pearl of the Orient, Pierre’s Ice Cream, Raphael’s Pastaria, Rascal House Pizza, Restaurant Associates, and 
Schtick’s Vegetarian Kitchen. 

“Each institution works for months prior to Parade the Circle Celebration to create an engaging activity for the public 
to enjoy,” notes Terri Hamilton Brown president of UCI. “University Circle Incorporated is delighted to coordinate these 


activities showcasing the Circle. It’s a fabulous, fun day.” 


Parking and Handicapped Seating 
Parking is available for $7 at these locations: the CWRU parking lot located on East Boulevard and Bellflower Road, the 
Ford/Euclid Avenue surface lot, the Ford Drive garage and the E. 115" Street surface lots. The Parade route and other streets 


will be closed to traffic from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Handicapped seating will be available on the front lawn of The Cleveland Institute 





of Music (11021 East Boulevard). View www.universitycircle.org for maps and details on parking and street closings. 


Note: The CMA surface lot will be closed all day. The deck will be closed to the public until 1 p.m. Space will be limited in the 
afternoon. 

ok OK 
Those interested in participating in the Parade should contact the CMA’s community arts office at (216) 707-2483. For more 
information about CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.clevelandart.org. For questions about the Circle 
Village, contact UCI at (216) 707-5035 or visit www.universitycircle.org. 

* KK 
Parade the Circle Celebration is presented by the institutions of University Circle. The Parade is produced by the CMA and the 
Circle Village is coordinated by UCI. 

The Parade is sponsored by Sky Bank and the Womens Council of the Cleveland Museum of Art. Additional support 
for the event comes from the Ohio Arts Council, the Institute for Museum and Library Services, The Cleveland Coca-Cola 
Bottling Company, the City of Cleveland and Cleveland City Council members, Patricia J. Britt (Ward 6), Sabra Pierce Scott 
(Ward 8), and Kevin Conwell (Ward 9). 

HHH 


Page 4 of 4 


